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SET SAIL ON RMS ST HELENA – ONE OF THE WORLD’S LAST WORKING ROYAL MAIL SHIPS
Getting to the remote, undiscovered island of St Helena in the South Atlantic is as much a part of the holiday as the destination. Step aboard the RMS St Helena – one of the world’s last working Royal Mail Ships – and experience a voyage reminiscent of a bygone era of travel. 
The 128-berth liner is a unique blend of passenger ship and cargo vessel, acting as the lifeline to St Helena being the sole source of supply of all goods to her island namesake.   Passengers are made up of tourists and St Helenians, or ‘Saints’ as they are fondly known locally, travelling home. 
The RMS St Helena visits several ports of call including St Helena, Ascension Island and Cape Town. The nature of the RMS schedule allows for a variety of holiday combination ideas and the ability to ‘hop on’ and ‘hop off’ allows passengers to stay longer at destinations or connect with international flights for onward travel. 
Popular themed voyages are run throughout the year with specialist guest speakers on music, ornithology, history and walking. 

Passengers are well looked after around the clock with two bars, full service dining room, a sun deck, shop, swimming pool, gymnasium and library to keep passengers entertained. The nostalgia found on board the Royal Mail Ship is a world away from the glitz of big cruise liners but informative talks, quizzes, film nights ensure the entertainment is perfectly balanced. 

 Lying 1,500 miles north-west of Cape Town, the undiscovered island of St Helena boasts stunning natural beauty and is steeped in history – perhaps best known as the place of Napoleon’s exile, but also with a fascinating war history with around 6,000 Boer prisoners of war captured on the Island. 

The Royal Mail Ship St Helena was built in 1989 specifically to supply the island of St Helena, the British Overseas Territory deep in the tropical South Atlantic. Royal Mail Ships are sea going vessels that carry mail under contract by Royal Mail. The RMS St Helena is one of last remaining ocean-going vessels in the world still to carry the venerable title of Royal Mail Ship, held in the past by so many famous British passenger liners, the Queen Elizabeth amongst them. She is British registered, 6,767 gross tonnes and has 56 officers and crew. She also has modern facilities; stabilisers, air conditioning plus fax, email and satellite communications. 
For more information on RMS St Helena, plus a full list of scheduled tours and special offers, visit www.rms-st-helena.com and for more information on St Helena visit www.sthelenatourism.com 
– Ends –
For further information on St Helena, please visit www.sthelenatourism.com. Media enquiries should be directed to Suzanne Holiday or Tryphena Greenwood at Keene on 0207 839 2140 or sthelena@keenepa.co.uk. 
 Note to Editors

1. St Helena is an Overseas Territory of the United Kingdom, with its own legislature and a high degree of internal self-government.  

2. It is an island of 47 square miles (122 sq.km) situated 1,200 miles off the west coast of Africa. 

3. Currently the only access to the Island is by sea, via the ship RMS St Helena, plus a number of cruise ships and yachts.  

4. The number of tourists currently is less than 1,500 a year but the opening of an airport could quadruple that number in the next ten years without undermining the essential way of life and natural attractions of St Helena.
5. A project to build a new Airport has been actively considered for the last seven years. In October 2008, a preferred bidder was selected as a potential contractor to construct the airport, which was scheduled for completion and opening in 2012. In 2008 HMG requested a pause in the negotiations with the contractor and in March 2009 announced a further Consultation on access to the Island. 70% of respondents favoured the immediate construction of an airport. The Island is currently awaiting a decision from the new coalition Government; which is exploring a variety of new funding sources including a public-private partnership.  
RMS St Helena: The facts
1. HRH Princess Anne travelled on the RMS to St Helena in 2002
2. The officers write, choreograph and perform the cabaret

3. Both captains of the RMS are from St Helena

4. The most unusual passengers have been two crocodiles that travelled from Cape Town to Tenerife

5. On the last voyage to St Helena from the UK there was a fire engine onboard, donated by Dorset Fire and Rescue service. 
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